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Declining Undocumented Immigration from Mexico 


by Tamar Diana Wilson, 
University of Missouri, St. Louis 

A recent finding of the Pew Hispanic Center 
as well as a New York Times article are being 
widely commented on by U.S. and Mexican 
newspapers: the decline in the numbers of undoc¬ 
umented immigrants from Mexico between 2007 
and 2009, and only a slight increase in 2010. 
Passel and Cohn (2011: 1) of that Center report a 
peak of 12 million undocumented immigrants 
from all nations in 2007 falling to 11.1 million in 

2009 and increasingly only slightly to 11.2 
million in 2010. Mexican undocumented 
immigrants account for 58% of the total, and their 
numbers have declined from 7 million in 2007 to 
6.5 million in 2010 (Passel and Cohn, 2011: 2). 
Although they do not explore in depth the reasons 
for this decline, they suggest two factors: the 
economic recession and high rates of unemploy¬ 
ment in the United States and increased immigra¬ 
tion enforcement at federal, state, and local levels 
(Passel and Cohn, 2011: 3). They do not mention 
particular state initiatives but Arizona’s infamous 
anti-immigrant SB 1070 put into effect in July 

2010 and permitting police to stop suspected 
undocumented immigrants and ask them for 
identification, as well as similar anti-immigrant 
measures such as those in Alabama and Georgia 
come to mind. 

Damien Cave in a July 5, 2011 article in 
the New York Times quotes Douglas S. Massey 
(a prolific writer on undocumented immigration 
and co-director of the Mexican Migration Project 
at Princeton): “For the first time in 60 years, the 
net traffic has gone to zero and is probably a little 
bit negative.”’ Cave (2011) offers a number of 
reasons for the decline in undocumented 
immigration. First, the fertility rate in Mexico has 


fallen from 6.8 in 1970 to about 2.0 currently. 
Since families are smaller there is a smaller pool 
of potential immigrants. Second, crossing the 
border without documents has become both more 
expensive and more dangerous. Concerning costs, 
Cave makes the following point: 

In the mid-1990s the Clinton administration 
added fences and federal agents to what were then 
the main crossing corridors beyond Tijuana and 
Ciudad Juarez, The enforcement push, continued 
by President George W. Bush and President 
Obama, helped drive up smuggling prices from 
around $700 in the late 1980s to nearly $2,000 a 
decade later, and the costs continued to climb, 
according to research at the University of 
California, San Diego. It also shifted traffic to 
more dangerous desert areas near Arizona. 

Crossing the Arizona desert, as many immi¬ 
grant rights groups have documented, led to high 
numbers of immigrant deaths, primarily due to 
high temperatures in the summer. So risks were 
higher. 

Cave also mentions another high risk factor: 
the presence of violence perpetuated by drug 
cartels along the border. This violence, as noted 
on a number of news channels such as CNN, has 
often led to the kidnapping and/or assassinations 
of people trying to reach and to cross the border 
without documents. 
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2010-2011 STEERING COMMITTEE 
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Frances Boyes (08-11) NEHCEU, District 1199, SEIU 
<fkb3 5 51 @hotmail.com> 

A1 Campbell (09-12) University of Utah, 1645 Campus Center Dr. 
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Mathew Forstater (09-12) Center for Full Employment and Price 
Stability, University of Missouri-Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill Road, 
Kansas City, MO 64110, 816-235-5862 
<forstaterm@umkc. edu> 

Armagan Gezici (08-11) Economics, Keene State College, 229 
Main Street, Keene, NH 03435, 603-358-2686 
<agezici@keene. edu> 

Julio Huato (08-11) Economics Department, St. Francis College, 
180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201, 718-489-5331 
<juliohuato@gmail.com> 

Laurie Nisonoff (09-12) Social Science, Hampshire College, 
Amherst, MA 01002; 413-559-5397 <lnisonoff@hampshire.edu> 

Patty Lee Parmalee (08-11) 35 Aumick Road, Wallkill, NY 12589, 
845-744-4201 <publicleaningpost@earthlink.net> 

Paddy Quick (10-13) Economics Department, St. Francis 
College, 180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201; 

631-286-5168 (h); <paddyquick@aol.com> 

Chris Rude (10-13) Center for International and Political 
Economy Research, <chris.rude@ciper.org> 

Women s Caucus Representative: 

Jenny Brown (08-11) Redstockings Women’s Liberation Archives, 
P.O. Box 2625, Gainesville, FL 32602; 352-281-8078; 
<jbrown72073@cs.com> 

Ex-Officio 

URPE National Office 

Patricia Duffy, URPE National Office, Gordon Hall, University of 
Massachusetts, 418 N. Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002-1735. 
Tel. 413-577-0806. Fax 413-577-0261 <urpe@labomet.org> 

Managing Editor of RRPE 

Hazel Dayton Gunn, Dept, of City and Regional Planning, 

106 W. Sibley Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca NY 14853; 

Email: <hgl8@comell.edu> 

Other URPE Positions 

ASSA Coordinators: Fred Moseley, Mount Holyoke College, 
<fmoseley@mtholyoke.edu> and Laurie Nisonoff, 

Hampshire College, <lnisonoff@hampshire.edu> 

Newsletter Editor: Frances Boyes <fkb3551@hotmail.com> 

Economy Connection Coordinator: Ruthie Indeck, 
201-792-7459; <soapbox@urpe.org> 

Printing: Alta Printing, Gainesville, Florida. 


URPE 


The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE) 

is a membership organization of academics and 
activists who share an interest in a radical analysis of political 
and economic topics. Founded in 1968, URPE’s members 
use this analysis to advance various progressive political and 
social agendas. URPE publishes the Review of Radical 
Political Economics, runs a set of presentations at the academic 
professional meetings of the Allied Social Science Associations, 
sponsors a resource/speakers bureau called Economy Connec¬ 
tion, and holds a Summer Conference on political and economic 
topics at a family-friendly summer camp. Its members are 
active in a wide array of professional and activist projects. 


The URPE Newsletter 


The URPE Newsletter is published quarterly by the Union for 
Radical Political Economics. The Newsletter is a place for 
URPE members to publish shorter articles and speeches as well 
as make announcements of upcoming events that might be of 
interest to members. Articles and announcements can be sent 
to the Newsletter Editor in the body of an e-mail message, or as 
an attached file; send to fkb3551@hotmail.com. 

Permission to reprint material from the Newsletter is granted 
for non-commercial uses, provided that the Newsletter is cred¬ 
ited as the source, and that two copies of the publication are 
sent to the URPE National Office. For permission to reprint 
for commercial purposes, contact the National Office. 

The URPE Newsletter is a good place to publish advertisements 
for new books! Rates are $300 per full page (7.5 inches wide 
by 9.3 inches high); $160 for a half page, and $85 for a quarter 
page. Exchange ads are also considered. Please write or call 
the National Office for more information on this. 

Deadlines for submission to Newsletter are January 7 for win¬ 
ter issue; April 7 for spring issue; June 20 for summer issue, 
and October 7 for fall issue. 
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Announcements 


Research in Political Economy 


The annual hardcover series of book titles under 
Research in Political Economy is now open 
regarding manuscripts for Volume 28 (2012). 

The series offers an opportunity as an outlet 
of longer research work, consistent with marxist 
political economy, work that ordinarily a journal 
would not be able to include. Of course, shorter 
length manuscripts are also welcome for 
submission. 

The 2011 volume, co-edited by Radhika Desai 
(University of Manitoba) and myself, is entitled: 

Revitalizing Marxist Theory in Today’s 
Capitalism (Volume 27) 

Recent past volumes include: 

The National Question and the Question of Crisis 
(Volume 26) 

Why Capitalism Survives Crises 
(Volume 25) 

Transitions in Latin America and in Poland and 
Syria (Volume 24) 

Research in Political Economy, Emerald Group, 
Bingley, UK 

www.emeraldinsight.com/books.htm7issnM) 161- 
7230 

The following is also available as an inexpensive 
softcover of Volume 23: 

The Hidden History of 9-11, Seven Stories Press, 
NYC, 2nd edition 

www.sevenstories.com/book/?GCOI=583221006 

06640 

Thank you. 

Paul Zarembka, Editor 

Department of Economics 

State University of New York at Buffalo 

zarernbka@buffalo.edu 
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URPE Conference: Brooklyn, NY 
The War on the Working Class 
October 1, 2011 

The Union for Radical Political Economics 
(URPE) will be sponsoring a conference on 
Saturday October 1, 2011 with the title “The War 
on the Working Class.” The conference will take 
place at St. Francis College, Brooklyn and will be 
open to the general public. It will be followed on 
Sunday by a membership meeting, which is again 
open to everyone. 

The conference aims to bring together people 
actively involved in resisting the multi-pronged 
attack which is currently taking place with 
radical political economists who can share their 
theoretical understanding of the issues. (Some 
people are of course in both categories!) If you 
are interested in speaking on a panel, or better 
still, organizing a panel with speakers who can 
address both aspects of an issue, please contact: 

Paddy Quick: paddyquick@aol.com 

Please forward this announcement to other 
individuals and organizations that you think 
might be interested. 


URPE Newsletter: Content Wanted 

The URPE newsletter is accepting submissions 

on an ongoing basis to be published in its 
quarterly print newsletter. Short articles, 
abstracts, reviews, etc. related to radical 
political economics or progressive organizing/ 

activism will all be considered for print. 

Submission deadline for the Fall 2011 issue 
is October 7, 2011 

Please send all submissions electronically to Frances 
Boyes at fkb3551@hotmail.com. 

All submissions are subject to 
approval before printing. 
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An Important Note from the Steering Committee 
about Upcoming URPE Elections 


Dear URPE members, 

This is a report on the procedures adopted at 
the Spring Steering Committee meeting for elec¬ 
tions to the Steering Committee and an explana¬ 
tion of our thinking on this. Most importantly, it is 
also a call for participation in the SC by URPE 
members. If you are interested in joining the 
process now going on of building a renewed URPE 
in the face of the deepest economic/social crisis we 
have seen in the US since the Great Depression, 
you can announce your candidacy this fall. 

As in the recent past, elections will be held 
by mail. The period for accepting nominations will 
run from October 1 to November 18 (a subsequent 
reminder will be sent out), and ballots will be sent 
out right after that. Nominations will be taken at 
the Business Meeting following the Brooklyn 
Conference, the Membership Meeting at the 
ICAPE Conference (both discussed further below), 
and by email to the National Office. As always, self 
nomination by URPE members are welcomed (also 
called volunteering). 

Since the birth of URPE, we have always 
had yearly elections to the URPE SC in connection 
with the Summer Conference with its Business 
Meeting. Several years ago we moved to having 
the election by mail following the conference. As 
you all know, this year there will be no Summer 
Conference, and so we needed to decide what 
made sense for the elections. 

The formal democratic side of the process, 
which is so important to maintain, actually requires 
little change, since we are already doing it by mail 
anyway. 

An equally important part of real as 
opposed to merely formal democracy, of course, is 
promoting and supporting broad participation. We 
will send out a notice calling for volunteers to step 
forward to join the SC as we do every year, on the 
listserve and in the Newsletter. But experience has 
shown that we get the most response from personal 
appeals such as at the Summer Conference. With 
this in mind the Spring SC meeting decided that 
this year we had the opportunity to directly appeal 
to a larger group of URPE members than we have 
been able to at recent Summer Conferences by pro¬ 
ceeding this year as follows. 


A note has already gone out to all of you on 
the listserve concerning URPE's Brooklyn Confer¬ 
ence. This will occur October 1, and will be fol¬ 
lowed on Sunday morning October 2 by a 
discussion of URPE’s future and the yearly URPE 
Business Meeting. Given that this is not over the 
summer, which in recent years seemed to have 
been a problem for many URPE members to make, 
we hope this change will somewhat increase the 
number of URPE members we can talk to directly 
about participating in the SC. Then in addition, we 
will have a fortuitous opportunity this year to di¬ 
rectly appeal to many URPE members who attend 
the academic events that URPE participates in such 
as the ASSAs and the Easterns. The umbrella or¬ 
ganization of heterodox economics associations, 
ICAPE, will be having a conference this November 
11 - 13 at Amherst. We will have a Membership 
Meeting of all URPE members (and those inter¬ 
ested in URPE) at that conference. In the first in¬ 
stance this meeting will be to briefly update this 
section of URPE on the new activities that URPE 
has been recently launching. But beyond that, this 
meeting, like the meeting in October, will be for 
gathering from everyone attending their ideas on 
what URPE could and should be doing to serve po¬ 
litical economists and help build radical political 
economy. In that framework, we will again also use 
this meeting to be able to directly and personally 
appeal to people to step forward and join the SC. 

This process of reaching out for direct con¬ 
tact with more different sections of URPE will be 
continued in 2012 when the Business Meeting for 
that year will occur at the URPE at ASS A meetings 
in January. 

One final comment. The Steering Commit¬ 
tee consists of 12 members. Members are elected 
for three year terms, and so we target to have 4 of 
them come up each year for re-election. Due to the 
usual random fluctuations this year there will be 
six slots to fill. But somehow that seems appropri¬ 
ate - that as we step further into these new times, 
we do so with a SC with half of its members 
freshly elected. 

For the Steering Committee, 

A1 Campbell 
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Update on Economy Connection, URPE’s Resource/Speakers Bureau 

by Ruthie Indeck, Coordinator (201-792-7459 or soapbox@urpe.org) 


Brooklyn for Peace: 

Cut the Military Budget: We Need New Priorities! 

On May 7 Jerry Joffe (St. John’s University) and 
Paddy Quick (St. Francis College, Brooklyn) participated 
in workshops at the 7th Annual Peace Fair of Brooklyn 
for Peace. This year’s theme was “Cut the Military 
Budget: We Need New Priorities!” 

“Brooklyn for Peace is a diverse network of Brooklyn 
residents...alarmed by the militarism of our society and 
its impact on our lives as well as the lives of people 
around the world.” (from their brochure) Through a vari¬ 
ety of committees that focus on fighting for peace 
in specific locations (Iraq/Afghanistan, Latin America, 
Israel/Palestine, Darfur/Africa) as well as more 
general projects (counter-recruitment, UNICEF, nuclear 
disarmament, outreach to disempowered communities) its 
members organize educational and activist projects. This 
year’s Peace Fair consisted of close to 30 participatory 
educational and cultural workshops, and was attended by 
hundreds of people. The goal of the organizers was not 
only to educate people but to encourage audience 
participation and generate ideas for political action. See 
w w w.brookly npeace .org. 

Budget Cuts are Killing Us: Who is Getting Hit and Why? 

Jerry Joffe was the resident economist in a workshop 
that brought together representatives of Brooklyn com¬ 
munities that are being hit hard by budget cuts. Panelists 
spoke passionately about cuts to libraries, which have 
been providing crucial community services above and 
beyond lending books; tuition hikes for students - they 
graduate deeply in debt; the role of religious organizations 
in educating about and fighting for change; stopping 
foreclosures and keeping communities intact. 

After these presentations, Jerry provided an economic 
overview. He sharply criticized the misleading way in 
which mainstream media, economists and politicians are 
focusing on the federal debt. The debt, Jerry explained, is 
the accumulation of our annual deficits. The debt is 
increased by government deficits and reduced by 
surpluses. Its importance is relative to income: while a 
small amount of debt could topple a low income family, 
a much larger amount might be insignificant to a country 
with a huge GDP. Large corporations borrow money to 
generate profits, and a country can use debt to generate 
jobs and services, which ultimately increase the tax flow 
and lead to reducing the overall debt. Over the past five 
years reductions in GDP have led to reductions in tax 


revenues; the federal debt increased as a direct result of 
the crisis. Government expenditures and some automatic 
stabilizers (like unemployment insurance) have 
counteracted this effect and have stimulated the economy 
to some degree. But the austerity budgets that are being 
proposed will lead to a decline in output, and will deepen 
our debt. These proposals, Jerry concluded, are rooted in 
the theology of mainstream economics. 

“In the big picture, the interests of the few are taking 
over our lives,” said one audience member during the 
discussion period, expressing a sentiment prevalent in the 
room. Some wanted to know how to hold corporations 
accountable. A student noted that people think their 
financial problems are their own fault, and agreed with 
Jerry that we need to understand the capitalist system, and 
also the alternatives to it. 



Where’s the Money: 

Peace & Justice vs. The Economic Crisis 

“Both Republicans and Democrats are committed to 
cutting government spending; this makes no sense 
economically,” argued Paddy Quick during a workshop 
she and Judith LeBlanc co-facilitated later that afternoon. 
The workshop was on the budget crisis, its political uses, 
and the role of military spending. 

Paddy said that it would be easy to argue that if US 
leaders were worried about the deficit, then cutting 
defense spending would be a solution. But cutting the 
deficit is not their goal. The goal of the capitalist class is 
to make as much profit as possible, and for now they see 
prolonging the recession as furthering that goal. 

As Jerry noted earlier in the day, the fall in 
production from the Great Recession has increased the 
deficit. What’s different this time, Paddy said, is that the 
capitalist class has made a conscious decision not to end 
the recession quickly. If they wanted to end the recession 
they would increase government spending, not cut it. 
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continued from page 4... 

They are cutting government spending because they 
are using the recession to weaken the working class. They 
are cutting wages and social services, reducing the 
resources that are provided to the working class (educa¬ 
tion, Social Security, Medicare etc.) and attacking the 
safety net (especially unemployment insurance and 
Medicaid.) Unemployment is now more terrifying than in 
the recent past: high unemployment rates and the reduced 
safety net weaken the power of people with jobs. 

The current crisis is also being used to create divisions 
in the working class; the assault on immigrants is one 
example. Unions and other organizations of the working 
classs are under attack, and a number of states have 
recently passed laws limiting organizing rights. 

Usually recessions are bad for business - this one has 
hurt some businesses but not others. The future looks rosy 
to capitalists as long as they are able to make permanent 
changes that weaken labor. Paddy predicts that they will 
keep the recession going until they have these 
accomplishments under their belt. 

Aside from budget considerations, Paddy said that 
capitalists want to spend more on the military - they see 
it as necessary to defending capital overseas, and feel that 
the US empire is under threat. In addition to the wars they 
are currently fighting, they see possible future challenges 
to their hegemony from China and the EU. 

See the URPE Blog (http://urpe.wordpress.com) for 
an expanded version of Paddy’s talk. 

Following Paddy’s presentation, Judith LeBlanc 
(National Field Organizer for Peace Action) told the group 
that the media frenzy over reducing the deficit provides a 
perfect opening for the peace movement to fight for 
military spending cuts and to demand an end to US wars 
in Afghanistan and elsewhere. She noted that our current 
deficits have been caused by military spending, bank 
bailouts, and tax cuts for the rich - not by Social Security 
or the other programs currently on the chopping block. 
We are in a revenue crisis, not a domestic spending crisis. 
Her presentation focused on organizing strategies, 
recommending that the peace movement ally with the 
multitude of other constituencies affected by budget cuts, 
and that organizing be done in a grassroots manner, 
taking every possible opportunity to approach religious 
institutions, local politicians, etc. She exhorted us to make 
much of every victory, no matter how small. She 
encouraged people to join Peace Action’s Move the 
Money Campaign (from the military to people): 
http://www.peace-action.org/issues/move-the-money. 


Lively NJ Discussion of Inside Job 

In April Steve Pressman (Monmouth University) led 
about 60 people in a discussion of Inside Job, a 
documentary on the financial crisis. The discussion took 
place after a film viewing at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Monmouth County, in Lincroft, NJ. 

[ About the film: Inside Job is a documentary about 
the 2008 financial crisis, its history, its aftermath, relevant 
government policies and legislation, and the people 
involved. It won a 2011 Oscar for best documentary. It is 
easy to understand, and is filled with clear statistics and 
charts. There are many Michael-Moore-style interviews 
of clueless bank CEOs, government officials, and finance- 
oriented economists, interspersed with accounts of 
legislation they pushed for, bonuses they received, and 
revolving-door jobs they have held. There are also 
interviews of people who were paying attention and did 
see a crisis coming. The film opens with a description of 
Iceland’s encounter with deregulation and other aspects 
of neoliberalism during the 2000’s, depicting Iceland’s 
journey from being a pretty good place to live to a 
country deeply mired in crisis. With a backdrop of 
beautiful scenery and dramatic music, this section is a 
microcosm of the broader global crisis. The film describes 
the history of financial power in the US economy - mostly 
in terms of the deregulation that started during Reagan’s 
presidency and continued through Clinton and Bush. One 
telling scene involves Clinton appointee Brooklsey 
Bourne’s attempt to regulate derivatives, only to be shot 
down by Larry Summers, backed up by 13 major bankers. 
The film follows the growing wealth and political power 
of financial institutions and the people involved with 
them. Ferguson provides detailed descriptions of the 
financial instruments that developed, the events involved 
in the actual crisis, and the effects on the rest of the 
population: lost jobs, houses, savings, etc. He includes 
clips of Congressional hearings - bankers and government 
officials do not come out looking good! The missing 
ingredient, in my view, is the overall context in which 
deregulation has occurred - one could leave the film 
thinking capitalism would be ok with a little 
re-regulation. And the film could have used some URPE 
economists - the dissenting viewpoints were liberal, 
rather than radical. - RI] 

Steve reported on the event: “The movie was very 
good and very depressing. It was especially critical of 
economists and their conflicts of interest. I made a few 
comments after the movie, but it was pretty clear that the 
audience had lots of questions. 

“The views of people in the audience were somewhat 
mixed. There was a group of people who were probably 
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in favor of just going back to small capitalism; others were 
aghast at how large financial institutions were able to buy 
off the economists and the politicians, and were mainly 
interested in what we could do about this situation.... It 
was a good audience. They were pretty left of center in 
general, and were pretty upset about a system that has 
allowed this to happen and then allowed all the crooks to 
get off without suffering any consequences.” 

Host Sarah Klepner noted that audience members 
were there not only to leam but to act: “One woman who 
is a regular brought a notice of a demonstration in the 
shore town of Belmar , called by US Uncut, to take place 
on tax day to protest corporate tax breaks and austerity 
measures. 

“We did get someone quoting Lenin (not sure if it was 
deliberate): What is to be done?” 

Sarah felt the event went really well, and hopes to 
invite Steve back for future events. 

Abstract: 

THE OTHER SIDE OF 
THE U.S. GREAT RECESSION: 
HUMAN MISERY AND FEAR 

by Behrouz Tabrizi 

This paper is an endeavor to translate economic 
figures and indices into the living condition of 
people who are behind the statistics of the Great 
Recession in the US economy today. The 
complexity of the economies of modern finance 
helped to create an ideal opportunity for American 
financial institutions to function beyond the 
boundaries of the “credit markets” in their primary 
role as resource allocators to the real economy, the 
production sector. The outgrowth of “fmancializa- 
tion” is a natural consequence of such a process. 

Financialization is, however, a phenomenon 
that keeps on blowing into the bubble of the least 
regulated markets only to make it burst, when all 
financial leverages have been exhausted. That is 
one way that the whole economy can be pushed to 
fall into a recession of different degrees from mild 
to great, depending on the graveness of financial 
crisis. 

Although recession is an economic downturn, 
it is a man-made tragedy for its human conse¬ 
quences with a direct link to the speed and level of 
economic fall. 


A few lead the economy to crisis for profit, 
whereas millions consequently lose their incomes, 
life savings, health-care benefits side by side with 
millions who continue to live in chilling fear of 
adding to these grim statistics. 

Behrouz Tabrizi, Ph.D. 

St. Francis College, NY 
Economics Department 
btabrizi@stfranciscollege.edu 


Abstract of an empirical analysis of Big Pharma 
Profits by Janet Spitz and Mark Wickham, 
forthcoming in AJES 


Pharmaceutical firms attribute high prices and 
high profits to costs associated with researching 
and developing the next generation of life-saving 
drugs. Using data from annual reports, this 
article tests the validity of that claim. We find that 
while pharmaceutical firms do invest in R&D, they 
also enjoy strong rents; between 1988 and 2009, 
pharmaceuticals enjoyed profits of 3 to 37 times 
the all-industry average, depending on the years, 
while investing proportionately less in R&D than 
other high-R&D firms. Costs of pharmaceutical 
drugs have successfully flown below the radar in 
much of the current healthcare debate, with 
producers managing to obstruct alternative 
sourcing as well as payment cuts. While health 
care is examined for savings in other areas, 
sustained high pharmaceutical profits suggest that 
as a new health care policy develops in the U.S., 
the pharmaceutical industry should not be 
excluded from examination for significant savings 
in health care costs. 

JEL Classifications: A13; Cl2; D43; H51; 118; 
038. 

*The authors, Janet Spitz and Mark Wickham, 
are Associate Professor of Business at the College 
of Saint Rose, and the CEO of Lakeview Mental 
Health Services, respectively. 

Direct correspondence to: Janet Spitz, 
spitzj@strose.edu. 
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Collaborating with Other Political 
Economy Organizations: 

The WAPE Conference and Beyond 

In line with URPE’s policy of collaborating 
with and supporting political economy organiza¬ 
tions around the world when possible, we 
co-sponsored (along with the College of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, the Economics Department 
and the Political Economy Research Institute at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst) the 
May 27-29 Sixth Forum of the World Association 
for Political Economy (WAPE), “Responses to 
Capitalist Crisis: Neoliberalism and Beyond”. For 
more on the goals and structure of WAPE and its 
journal the World Review of Political Economy, 
see its web site, www.wrpe.org. 

120 people attended from 16 countries, 
(Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, 
France, Germany, India, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom, U.S.A. and 
Vietnam), giving the conference a healthy size and 
geographic distribution. There were 81 presenta¬ 
tions scheduled for the 16 panels, plus the 12 
presentations on the two plenary sessions, giving 
the conference the wide distribution of issues 
discussed that is typical for conferences by 
political economy organizations. The complete list 
of topics and presenters (the schedule) can be 
found at www.wrpe.org/WAPE/wape schedule 
R4 11 05 24.pdf, or accessed from the opening 
page of www.wrpe.org. The official languages of 
the forum were Chinese and English. 

While WAPE took care of the academic or¬ 
ganization of the conference (inviting speakers for 
plenaries, building panels out of individually 
submitted papers, scheduling, etc), URPE was 
central to the logistics. To begin with, such a 
conference generally needs an academic who can 
invite the organization to his or her campus, and 
then continues to oversee the coordination of the 
event with the university. This was done by David 
Kotz, who is a member of WAPE, URPE and the 
U. Mass Economics Dept, faculty. Then a signifi¬ 
cant amount of work and time was put into the ac¬ 
tual execution of the logistics by our National 
Office Coordinator, Pat Duffy. Finally, a group of 
graduate student volunteers (a number members of 
URPE) carried out a lot of work at the conference 
itself to make it run: Marzouq Alnusf, Ying Chen, 


An Li, Zhongjin Li, Max-Eduard Mondesir, Mark 
Paul, Hao Qi, Mihnea Tudoreanu, Anastasia Wil¬ 
son, Zhun Xu, and Xing Yin (who is a visiting 
scholar and in particular took care of promoting 
the World Review of Political Economy journal 
during the conference). 

As a side comment, the significant partici¬ 
pation of graduate students and young academics 
in attending, presenting and, as just noted, working 
at the conference bodes well for the (essential!) 
future of political economy. 

At its meeting this past Spring, the URPE 
Steering Committee voted to look further (we have 
already done some over the past years) into devel¬ 
oping interactions with other political economy 
groups around the world. WAPE presented a 
specific situation . It is a world political economy 
group (while most political economy groups 
represent a particular country or a region, such as 
Europe or the newly formed group for the 
countries that resulted from the break-up of the 
former USSR) and it wanted to hold its conference 
this year in the U.S., and so we logistically aided it 
in putting on the conference. In most cases, we 
expect that, to begin and for now, collaboration 
will consist of presenting at conferences of other 
political economy organizations and encouraging 
and facilitating their presenting at conferences 
where we have a presence. URPE members 
probably have noticed the recent increase in both 
foreign presenters and presenters from other het¬ 
erodox economics organizations in the U.S. at both 
our meetings at the ASSA and the Easterns. 
Concerning presenting at their conferences, this 
would involve both making URPE members aware 
of such conferences which they might want to 
present at as individuals, and, when appropriate 
and possible, organizing URPE panels just as we 
do for the ASSA meetings, the Easterns, the Left 
Forum and so on in the U.S. Given language 
issues, our intention was to first focus on English 
language conferences, but we will certainly make 
information available to URPE members beyond 
that. As an example, we will send out information 
soon about a conference in Paris next July 
co-sponsored by two political economy groups 
from Great Britain and one from France. 

For the Steering Committee, 

A1 Campbell 
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Besides higher costs and risks, Cave also points out that while 
the recession in the United States has cut into immigrant earn¬ 
ings, the World Bank reports that wages in Mexico have risen. 
Nonetheless, I would like to note that in growth-pole tourist cen¬ 
ters such as Los Cabos, unemployment rates in tourist 
related businesses have risen in the 2008-2010 period as tourist 
numbers receded during the height of the recession. In this tourist 
center, home to many middle-class and wealthy 
ex-patriates, constmction of new residences and tourist hotels has 
declined drastically. It was estimated that by the end of 2008 ap¬ 
proximately 10,000 of the 20,000 construction workers were un¬ 
employed in Los Cabos (elijuarez, 2008). 

A fourth and final reason Cave gives for the lower 
number of undocumented immigrants from Mexico is the 
increase in educational opportunities and the number of 
professional degree holders who prefer to valorize their educa¬ 
tional credentials in Mexico. 

Conclusions 

While the economic recession in the United States may be 
the primary factor in halting undocumented immigration—and a 
correlation between recession and lesser flows of 
undocumented immigrants has been found historically— 
it seems to be only one of a number of political and economic 
factors. Increased educational opportunities in Mexico on the 
positive side and the economic earnings from the drug trade on 
the negative side have affected immigration flows. Politicized 
efforts to stop undocumented immigration on the national and 
state levels, often rationalized in economic terms (such as “they 
are taking our jobs”) have pushed up the financial costs of mak¬ 
ing the journey and increased the risks that a household 
breadwinner will die in the process of crossing or soon be 
deported after arrival. Thus both micro- and macro-economic 
factors seem to be contributing to less undocumented migration 
flows. 
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